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In September of 1586 with the forces of Sir John Norris, he took part in
an attack on a convoy of provisions near Zutphen. Just before the attack he
had removed his leg-armor because his friend Sir William Pelham was
starting without any....Unfortunately a bullet hit him in the left thigh, and though

he succeeded in riding back to camp, he died twenty-six days later, braving



without protest the painful treatment of his surgeons. He even composed a

song about his own wound, entitled "La cyusse rompue.” The well-known story
told by Greville, that the wounded Sydney gave his own bottle of water to a
dying foot soldier with the words, “Thy necessity is greater than mine” is
typical of the man, even though it be an apocryphal. (The Golden Hind: An
Anthology of Elizabethan Prose and Poetry. ed. Hallett Smith (W.W. Norton ,1956)
P.11
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